
Dublin

Waterford

Galway

Derry

Belfast

Exclusive tour: Connemara 
Marble  Quarry, acclaimed  
geologist Professor 
Martin Feely

Dublin: geological
walking tour

Dun Briste, a towering 150’ sea- 
stack at Downpatrick Head

Natural History
Museum 
 Temple Bar

 cultural district
Exclusive behind the

scenes visit to the Trinity
College Geological Museum
with Dr. Patrick W. Jackson

Guinness Storehouse and
 Gravity Bar

Wicklow Mts National Park

Glendalough monastic city

Glendalough glaciated valley

Glendalough Miner’s Village
        ruins: search for the rare
            mineral pyromorphite
Booley Bay: Ediacaria fossils

Hook Head Lighthouse: built on fossil-rich 
   Carboniferous limestones; lecture by 
      Jim Hurley, naturalist

Loftus Hall, Ireland’s most haunted house!

     Riverside villages of Ballyhack and        
Passage East. River Suir passanger ferry

Waterford: famous crystal; oldest port city

       UNESCO Copper Coast Geopark: exclusive: head geologist 
                        Robbie Galvin will give us a personal tour

   Waterford  County Museum

Dungarven
   Castle

Gaulstown Dolmen: a “local’s secret” 5,000 year- 
 old portal tomb site

Mahon Falls, glacial cirque

Michelstown
 Cave

Ormond Castle: 
  an Elizabethan 
   manor house

Jameson Whiskey
Distillery

 Cork: famed 
 for its �ddlers

Kilmore Peninsula: Devonian slates, seabirds
Mizen Head: world renound Geosite

          

Loughshinny 

         Mourne Mountains:
   towering granite blocks

Ulster Museum, 
preeminent 

collection of fossils, 
rocks, and minerals

Behind the scenes tour:
The Titanic Experience

Antrim Coast Road: one of
the prettiest in all of Ireland.

Collect ammonite fossils

Ballintoy Harbour: starkly
beautiful landscape & setting of

Games of Thrones’ Iron Islands

Iconic 
Giant’s 
Causeway

Potrush Nature Reserve,  
ground zero for an epic 
intellectual battle in the 
early history of geology, 
where fossils appeared 
to be preserved in 
volcanic rocks 

Ross Castle & Lakes of Killarney,
Killarney National Park

5 Star Lough 
Eske Castle 

Hotel

Spectacular Slieve League sea cli�s from above, 
towering 2,000 feet above the  Atlantic. Plus private 
boat tour of base of Slieve League sea cli�s 

Queen Maeve’s Cairn 
Carrowmore Megalithic tombs

Ballina Farmer’s Market

County 
Sligo, 

ancestral 
home of 
William 
Butler
Yeats 

Tír Sáile, a geologically-
themed sculpture trail 

Blacksod Point lighthouse

Ballycroy National Park:  
blanket bog habitat 

Céide Fields, premier example 
of a Neolithic farmed landscape,
and Enniscrone, a seaside resort 

Renowned 
Ring of Kerry 

Bridges of Ross, 
Loop Head Lighthouse 
320 million year-old 
Pollock Holes tidepools
Valentia Island:  
380 million year-old 
tetrapod footprints 

Clew Bay drumlins

Breathtaking 
Kylemore Abbey’s 
walled Victorian gardens 

Murrisk Abbey’s 
haunting ruins

Great Famine National 
Monument 

Doolough Valley

UNESCO World Heritage Site: 
Skellig Michael Island, 
Luke Skywalker’s 
otherworldly refuge; 
Seabird colonies   

UNESCO Geo Park: 
Cli�s of Moher

UNESCO Geo Park: Burren
National Park’s white
alien, karst landscape

Cahermore ringfort 

Exclusive behind the scenes 
tour: 19th century James 
Mitchell Geology Museum 

Bohemian city of Galway

    The Ring of Gullion:
massive volcanic circle

National Botanic Gardens

new guest experts: Dr. Martin Feely, Dr. Patrick Wyse-Jackson, 
Copper Coast Geopark Geologist, Robbie Galvin, and famed local naturalist, Jim Hurley

Ladies View, Ring of Kerry
Ladies View — a scenic point along the Ring of Kerry. 
The name stems from the admiration of the view given by 
Queen Victoria’s ladies-in-waiting during their 1861 visit.

DAY 8
Sunday, July 22: The Force Awakens
The day begins with a tour of the iconic Ring of Kerry. 
One of the world’s most beautiful scenic drives, this 110 mile loop 
passes through picturesque villages, rugged coastline, and lush green countryside.

From there we’ll head to Valentia Island, h
tetrapod trackways on Earth. 50 feet long, these 380 million year old footprints 

Finally, we’ll take a boat 8 miles to the UNESCO World Heritage Site 
of Skellig Michael. You’ll recognize the islands as Luke Skywalker’s 
otherworldly refuge in the �nale of Star Wars: The Force Awakens. 
Ecologists, geologists, and archaeologists have long recognized 
them as one of the most important seabird colonies in Ireland, a 
classic example of fault-mediated geomorphology, and the site of a 7th century monastery.

The Burren karst landscape
The Burren is a karst-landscape region in northwest County Clare, in Ireland. The limestone is up to 800 meters thick and formed as sediments in a tropical sea approximately 325 million years ago.

DAY 9
Monday, July 23: Volcanoes of Sand
Today is all about sediments and structures. 
weird and wild geology: sand volcanoes, slumps, sea arches, folds, and cyclothem boundaries. 
We’ll picnic in front of the scenic Bridges of Ross, ascend the tower of the Loop Head Lighthouse, 
peer into the Pollock Holes (

Skellig Michael
Skellig Michael (Irish: Sceilig Mhichíl), is the larger of the two Skellig Islands, 
in County Kerry. Most of the island, including the remains of the 7th century Gaelic Christian monastery 
became a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1996. 
Burren 
National Park are today’s destinations. 
Recipients of both UNESCO Geopark status and a 
On the way between the sites, we’ll stop to examine the 
14th century Cahermore ringfort. In the afternoon, you can 
choose between a vigorous guided hike to the park or an excursion to 
the picturesque, riverside market town of Ennis.

The Cli�s of Moher in western Ireland

the 19th century James Mitchell Geology Museum, 
bohemian city of Galway. 
Connemara Marble Visitor’s Centre Professor Martin Feely.

 Doolough Valley. glacially carved �ord, a sea of drumlins, 
the Great Famine National Monument, the haunting ruins of 
Murrisk Abbey, and the walled Victorian gardens of the breathtaking Kylemore Abbey.

Co Mayo Clew Bay from Croagh Patrick
Clew Bay csunken drumlins. 
DAY 13

Erris, County Mayo, “best place to go wild” in Ireland. 
DAY 14

Saturday, July 28: The Land of Yeats
We spend the day in County Sligo, the ancestral home of William Butler Yeats, 
Ireland’s most famous poet. We start at the Farmer’s Market in Ballina, and 
round o� our relaxing morning in Enniscrone, a seaside resort town whose 
three miles of sandy beaches and dunes have drawn vacationers for generations
 (including the family of a young Mr. Yeats). After lunch, we head to Carrowmore 
Megalithic Cemetery, Ireland’s largest collection of megalithic tombs, and then 
ascend Knocknarea, to visit Queen Maeve’s Cairn and take in the panoramic view of Sligo.

Slieve League
Slieve League (Irish: Sliabh Liag), is a mountain on the Atlantic coast of 
County Donegal, Ireland. At 1,972 ft, it has some of the highest sea cli�s on the island. 
Although less famous than the Cli�s of Moher, Slieve League’s cli�s reach almost three 
times higher. 

D 2,000 feet above the Atlantic Ocean.  : 
 Star Lough Eske Castle Hotel.

Ross Castle and the Lakes of Killarney

DAY 16
Monday, July 30: Giants & Thrones
The day begins at Potrush Nature Reserve, ground zero
for an epic intellectual battle in the early history of geology, where 
fossils appear to be preserved in volcanic rocks. Then we move onto the 
Giant’s Causeway, perhaps the most iconic geological site in the world, where 
40,000 columns of basalt create an unearthly sight that begs for a supernatural 
explanation. From there we head to Ballintoy Harbour, a starkly beautiful landscape of 
basalt and chalk that you might recognize as the setting of the Iron Islands on Games of Thrones.

But the day isn’t over! We take the Antrim Coast Road—considered one of 
the prettiest in all of Ireland—to Belfast, stopping along the way to collect 
ammonite fossils, visit a never-ending mud�ow, and touch rocks that record 
one of the world’s largest mass extinctions.

Sunset at Giants Causeway in North Antrim, Northern Ireland
The Giant’s Causeway, County Antrim, Northern Ireland, is an area of about 
40,000 interlocking basalt columns, the result of an ancient volcanic eruption. 
It was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1986.

DAY 17
Tuesday, July 31: The Titanic Experience
We head to Belfast to take in the international award-winning Titanic 
Belfast, where the history and tragedy of the ill-fated voyage are brought 
to life in nine massive, interactive galleries. We then head to Harland & Wol� for a 
behind the scenes tour. The day will wrap up with a group tour of the Ulster Museum, 
home to Northern Ireland’s preeminent collection of fossils, rocks, and minerals.

Sunset over Belfast Titanic
The Titanic Experience—explore the shipyard, walk the decks, 
travel to the depths of the ocean and uncover the true legend of Titanic in 
the city of Belfast where it all began.

DAY 18
Wednesday, August 1: Coming Full Circle
The �nal leg of our tour takes us back to Dublin, but not 
before we stop at another famous circle: the Ring of Guillion. 
O�cially designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
the ring is a massive circle of volcanic rock formed by the collapse of volcano 58 million year ago.

From there we head to the Mourne Mountains, 
Northern Ireland’s highest peaks, towering blocks of granite emplaced 
at during the same volcanic events that produced the Ring and the Giant’s Causeway.

A �nal stop at the village of Loughshinny provides a
bookend to the tour: dramatic 
folded layers of rock exposed along the shore of the 
harbour of this quaint �shing village showcase the 
geologic power that lies below and forms the foundation 
of the pastoral landscape of Ireland and quite literally supports its rich culture and history.

Farewell dinner

Cork


